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Rocky Marciano was born Rocco 
Francis Marchegiano, on September 1, 
1923, in Brockton, Massachusetts. 
During his career, Marciano held the 
heavyweight boxing title for four 
years in the 1950s, and he is the only 
boxing champion to ever retire unde-
feated. 
 
His father, Pierino, worked at a shoe 
factory. His mother's name was 
Pasqualena, and Rocky would spend 
much of his life making sure she didn't 
have to live in the poverty that Rocky 
knew growing up. Marciano was a 
typical American kid, playing baseball 
and football and dreaming of a profes-
sional career in one of those sports. 
He didn't take up boxing until after 
1943, when he was drafted into the 
Army. He took up the sport mainly as 
a way to avoid KP (assisting the 
cooks) and other less desirable activi-
ties, but he showed a natural ability 
and fought as an amateur following his 
discharge in 1946.  
 
In 1947, Marciano had a tryout with 

the Chicago Cubs as a catcher, but 
was let go because he couldn't make 
the throw from home plate to second 
base with accuracy. It was the end of 
his baseball dreams, and the following 
year he turned professional in the 
ring. By the spring of 1949, his boxing 
skills had garnered some attention, as 
he knocked out his first 16 oppo-
nents. The quality of his opponents 
improved over the latter half of 1949 
and 1950, but Marciano continued to 
beat challengers, knocking out most 
of them. 
 
There were those who didn/'t think 
much would become of the 190-
pound heavyweight from Brockton in 
the early days. Goody Petronelli, 
noted fight trainer, caught one of his 
early fights and recalled for Sports 
Illustrated, "I never thought he'd make 
it. He was too old, almost 25. He was 
too short, he was too light. He had 
no reach. Rough and tough, but no 
finesse." The hometown folks became 
believers, though, traveling in groups 
to Marciano's fights in nearby Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, and yelling 
"Timmmmberrr" when Rocky had an 
opponent ready to go down. 
 
Trainer Charley Goldman taught 
Marciano his trademark technique, 
which would serve him well as cham-
pion. On October 26, 1951, with 37 
wins and 32 knockouts under his belt, 
Marciano faced his most formidable 
opponent in former heavyweight 
champion Joe Louis. Louis was past 
his prime and when Marciano 
knocked him out in the eighth round, 
he had such mixed feelings at beating 
his hero that he cried in Louis' dress-
ing room after the fight. Sentiment 
aside, however, the fight established 

Marciano as one of the marquee fight-
ers in the heavyweight division, and 
assured him of a title shot before too 

long. 

 

Five fights later, on September 23, 
1952, he got that chance. Jersey Joe 
Walcott was the defending champion 
and Marciano the challenger when the 
pair met in Philadelphia. Marciano 
pulled out a victory which would be 
remembered as typical of his tough-
guy, never-say-die style: way behind in 
points and struggling offensively all 
night, he caught Walcott with a short, 
overhand right on the jaw in the 13th 
round which knocked him uncon-
scious, giving Marciano the champion-
ship belt. 
 
Marciano only defended the title six 
times, but some of those fights are 
considered classics by boxing fans. He 
knocked out Walcott in the first 
round of their rematch in 1953, then 
knocked out Roland La Starza later 
that year. He won a decision against 
Ezzard Charles in 1954, and almost 
lost his title in their rematch later that 
year. In the sixth round Charles cut 
Marciano's nose so badly his corner-
man couldn't stop the bleeding. With 
the ring doctor watching the cut 
closely and considering stopping the 
fight, Marciano erupted against 
Charles in the eighth round and 
knocked him out. 
 
Marciano defended his title against 
Don Cockell in 1955, knocking him 
out despite organized crime entice-
ments for Marciano to throw the 
fight. His last fight was September 21, 
1955, his third Yankee Stadium de-
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